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3rd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I hope that you are all well and beginning to achieve routines which are working for you and the 

children.  In line with our GROW values, you all definitely deserve an award for Resilience over 

these last two weeks! 

 

With the Easter holidays starting tomorrow, may I remind you that work will not be set on a daily 

basis.  A fun project/activity will be available to complete, however, I believe we all deserve a 

good break with more quality family time, lovely weather and some chocolate eggs. 

 
I imagine that the saucepans and applause were heard loud and clear last night where you live. 
May I take this opportunity to thank the Key Workers within our school community for all the 
hard work they are doing at this crucial time.  I would also like to thank the staff for their efforts 
over the last few weeks in preparing and delivering our remote learning and support provision.  I 
feel very honoured to be part of such a great team at Wanborough and wish everybody a lovely 
Easter. 
     
 
Helpful Resources / Advice 

I came across this free book during the week which you might want to read to your child/ren. It 
explains Covid-19 and social distancing in a child friendly manner: 
 
https://www.flipsnack.com/CSKidsBooks/what-s-going-on.html 
 
As so many children are feeling worried and anxious right now, this could help alleviate some of 
their fears. I hope you find it useful. 
 
 
Also, keep an eye out for the new BBC resources which will be coming out shortly: 
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Furthermore with no Easter service at St Andrew’s, this is a nice retelling of the Easter story. 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/easter/easterstory.aspx 

 

 
 
 
 

Communication 
We have been using Teams with Years 1-6 last week which has allowed for more interactive 
communication.  Even I was able to put on a video message so there’s hope for us all! 
Furthermore, it was lovely to see the work that the children have produced.   
 
Of course this is just one of the ways we are trying to communicate with you and the children, 
once again please only use the methods which work for your family circumstances.  If you are 
working from home, combatting technical challenges, looking after younger/multiple children 
and are home learning all at the same time then we understand that only so much can be 
achieved.  There really are no expectations from us or the Government, other than to do what 
you can, whilst keeping the best work – teaching – life balance for you and your child’s 
wellbeing.   
 

As mentioned in a previous update, we would like to hold some touching base / catch up sessions 
with you and your child in the second and third weeks back after the Easter holiday.  More details 
on this will follow in due course.  
 
 
Other Suggestions to Keep you Busy: 
 
However, if you are struggling for ideas, remember there is a section on the school website with 
resources you might want to try, based on the different subject areas.  
 
Of course this time is meant to be a holiday, remember these are only suggestions and there is 
no expectation to do any of them – some parents want ideas, some just need a break or both. 
I’m happy for you to decide -  I know what I need!   
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Welcome to Julia Donaldson & Friends Julia Donaldson will be performing her much-loved 

stories, songs and poems every Thursday at 4pm while we are all staying at home. This week Julia 

performed her book A Squash and a Squeeze, illustrated by Axel Scheffler. You can also enjoy seeing 

Axel draw some of the characters from the book! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Government Updates 
 
Guidance for parents and carers: keeping children safe online. The DfE have updated information 
for parents and carers to include a section on keeping children safe online. It provides links to 
online resources that will help support parents and carers in keeping their children safe online. Full 
details can be found in section 6.3 of the guidance for parents and carers on the closure of 
educational settings:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers 

 

We also sent this link earlier in the week on children’s wellbeing and mental health at this time, 

but in case you missed it here it is below. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-

young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing&data=02%7C01%7C%7C821f106903ea4ec7c9f708d7d55b9de6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637212461766770823&sdata=y0ACpXS%2BK8qce9T0jZw5LuQXfAYRkCEhEEPr1jDMgD4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing&data=02%7C01%7C%7C821f106903ea4ec7c9f708d7d55b9de6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637212461766770823&sdata=y0ACpXS%2BK8qce9T0jZw5LuQXfAYRkCEhEEPr1jDMgD4%3D&reserved=0
https://scholasticuk.cmail20.com/t/d-l-mtrhdky-plhdkhkir-i/


 

   
   

I’ve also attached some information from Swindon Borough Council on supporting families who 

may have difficulties with paying for utilities. 
 

Finally, I have attached a ‘Family Support Pack’ from Swindon Borough Council.  This is a 
helpful resource to use throughout this time of crisis. This booklet aims to support emotional 
wellbeing, home education, talking to children sensitively about the coronavirus and signposting 
to some useful resources.  

Children’s work: 

Thanks to Grace in Year 6 for sharing this lovely art work.  Amazing!! 
 

 
 
 
Happy birthdays 
 
Arthur H in Year 2 turned 7 last Monday – congratulations. 

Ben S in Year 4 will be celebrating his 9th birthday on Monday.  

And finally, another rock turned up this morning at the school gates.  Thanks – I love the art and 

cool message on it! 

 

Take care, try to relax, stay safe and enjoy your Easter eggs! 
 

Andy Drury 

 

Andrew Drury 
Headteacher 

 


